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Table 4.B2.—Number and amount of earnings for wage and salary and self-employed workers, 1951–98
[Worker estimates based on 1-percent sample. See table 4.B1 for wage and salary data before 1951]

Year

Workers reported with
taxable earnings 1 

(in thousands)

 1 Represents total number in specified type of employment. Persons with both types of covered employment during the year are included in each type.

Earnings

Wage and salary Self-employment

Total in
covered

employment 2

(in millions)

 2 Total wages, including estimated amounts above the taxable limit.

Reported taxable Average per worker
Total in

covered
employ-

ment 3

(in millions)

 3 Reported self-employment net earnings.

Reported taxable
Average per self-
employed person

Wage and
salary

employment
Self-

employment
Amount 4

(in millions)

 4 See table 2.A3 for annual maximum taxable earnings.

Percent
of total
wages

Total
wages 2

Reported
taxable 4

Amount 4

(in millions)

Percent of
total self-

employment
Total

earnings 3
Reported
taxable 4

1951......... 54,630 4,190 $132,500 $111,250 84.0 $2,425 $2,036 $16,400 $9,520 58.0 $3,914 $2,272
1952......... 56,060 4,240 143,500 118,880 82.8 2,560 2,121 16,400 9,760 59.5 3,868 2,302
1953......... 57,220 4,340 156,000 125,840 80.7 2,726 2,199 17,000 10,030 59.0 3,917 2,311
1954......... 55,940 4,350 155,100 123,410 79.6 2,773 2,206 16,800 10,110 60.2 3,862 2,324

1955......... 59,560 6,810 171,600 141,810 82.6 2,881 2,381 24,500 15,730 64.2 3,598 2,310
1956......... 61,560 7,390 188,500 153,010 81.2 3,062 2,486 28,300 17,710 62.6 3,829 2,396
1957......... 64,730 7,150 205,500 163,990 79.8 3,175 2,533 28,400 17,390 61.2 3,972 2,432
1958......... 64,040 7,130 208,000 163,140 78.4 3,248 2,547 28,500 17,580 61.7 3,997 2,466
1959......... 66,000 7,060 225,100 183,620 81.6 3,411 2,782 29,900 18,690 62.5 4,235 2,647

1960......... 66,980 6,870 236,000 188,580 79.9 3,523 2,815 29,200 18,420 63.1 4,250 2,681
1961......... 67,360 6,790 240,700 190,850 79.3 3,573 2,833 30,000 18,790 62.6 4,418 2,767
1962......... 68,890 6,720 257,700 200,130 77.7 3,741 2,905 31,300 18,920 60.4 4,658 2,815
1963......... 70,310 6,590 270,600 206,840 76.4 3,849 2,942 31,700 18,710 59.0 4,810 2,839
1964......... 72,230 6,480 290,900 217,430 74.7 4,027 3,010 33,600 18,960 56.4 5,185 2,926

1965......... 75,430 6,550 311,400 230,830 74.1 4,128 3,060 40,300 19,900 49.4 6,153 3,038
1966......... 79,460 6,630 346,700 287,860 83.0 4,363 3,623 44,000 24,680 56.1 6,637 3,722
1967......... 82,020 6,470 377,500 305,670 81.0 4,603 3,727 44,800 24,290 54.2 6,924 3,754
1968......... 84,470 6,570 413,600 348,500 84.3 4,896 4,126 46,400 27,340 58.9 7,062 4,161
1969......... 87,200 6,350 455,700 375,010 82.3 5,226 4,301 47,100 27,540 58.5 7,417 4,337

1970......... 88,180 6,270 483,600 388,680 80.4 5,484 4,408 48,000 26,920 56.1 7,656 4,293
1971......... 88,460 6,290 509,000 399,550 78.5 5,754 4,517 50,700 27,410 54.1 8,060 4,358
1972......... 91,220 6,600 563,300 452,050 80.3 6,175 4,956 54,600 32,060 58.7 8,273 4,858
1973......... 94,610 7,100 624,400 523,450 83.8 6,600 5,533 62,300 38,400 61.6 8,775 5,408
1974......... 96,190 7,040 681,600 594,400 87.2 7,086 6,179 65,200 42,360 65.0 9,261 6,017

1975......... 94,900 7,000 717,200 621,100 86.6 7,557 6,545 70,400 43,560 61.9 10,057 6,223
1976......... 97,230 7,400 797,200 689,200 86.4 8,199 7,088 76,800 48,500 63.2 10,378 6,554
1977......... 100,450 7,480 879,500 763,600 86.8 8,935 7,602 80,600 52,950 65.7 10,775 7,079
1978......... 104,810 8,040 998,900 856,100 85.7 9,531 8,168 93,700 59,500 63.5 11,654 7,400
1979......... 106,900 8,200 1,122,000 997,500 88.9 10,496 9,331 100,200 69,500 69.4 12,220 8,476

1980......... 107,200 8,200 1,231,000 1,109,000 90.1 11,483 10,345 97,800 71,700 73.3 11,927 8,744
1981......... 107,300 8,250 1,352,000 1,220,000 90.2 12,600 11,370 98,900 74,100 74.9 11,988 8,982
1982......... 105,800 8,550 1,418,000 1,290,000 91.0 13,403 12,193 98,600 75,300 76.4 11,532 8,807
1983......... 105,900 9,200 1,502,000 1,369,000 91.1 14,183 12,927 113,200 85,100 75.2 12,304 9,250
1984......... 109,900 9,900 1,671,500 1,515,000 90.6 15,209 13,785 129,300 93,800 72.5 13,061 9,475

1985......... 113,100 10,600 1,794,500 1,621,000 90.3 15,866 14,332 142,300 101,600 71.4 13,425 9,585
1986......... 115,900 11,200 1,921,000 1,730,800 90.1 16,575 14,934 160,800 113,600 70.6 14,357 10,143
1987......... 118,200 12,000 2,057,100 1,835,100 89.2 17,404 15,525 179,900 124,900 69.4 14,992 10,408
1988......... 122,100 12,400 2,224,700 1,952,000 87.7 18,220 15,987 208,100 136,400 65.5 16,782 11,000
1989......... 123,900 12,900 2,367,800 2,096,000 88.5 19,111 16,917 210,900 143,500 68.0 16,349 11,124

1990......... 126,100 12,500 2,510,000 2,222,000 88.5 19,905 17,621 193,800 136,000 70.2 15,504 10,880
1991......... 125,200 12,800 2,565,000 2,283,000 89.0 20,487 18,235 195,500 139,500 71.4 15,273 10,898
1992......... 126,000 13,100 2,711,000 2,386,000 88.0 21,516 18,937 206,800 146,600 71.0 15,786 11,214
1993.........  128,100  13,200  2,808,900  2,483,400  88.4  21,927  19,386  214,000  152,700  71.4  16,212  11,568
1994 5 ......

 5 Preliminary data.

 130,100  13,400  2,950,200  2,624,600  89.0  22,676  20,174  218,900  160,600  73.4  16,336  11,985

1995 5 ......  132,800  13,600  3,132,400  2,755,100  88.0  23,587  20,746  226,700  164,800  72.7  16,669  12,118
1996 5 ......  135,100  13,900  3,327,500  2,903,400  87.3  24,630  21,491  240,700  172,200  71.5  17,317  12,388
1997 6 ......

 6 Taxable earnings are preliminary estimates based on Social Security data; employment and total covered earnings are preliminary estimates based on data from 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the National Income and Product Accounts.

 138,100  14,300  3,594,900  3,108,000  86.5  26,031  22,505  257,700  183,000  71.0  18,021  12,797
1998 7 ......

 7 Preliminary estimates based on data from Bureau of Labor Statistics and the National Income and Product Accounts.

 139,800  14,400  3,847,400  3,318,400  86.3  27,521  23,737  273,100  193,700  70.9  18,965  13,451
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